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Abstract

The Posture of Patience that James 5:7-12 suggests
1o the Christians participated in the March First Movement

Prof, Dr, Ki-chul Joo

2019 marks the centennial of the March First Movement. The

March First Movement was a large-scale independence

The Fosture of Patience that

movement that took place in March 1, 1919, simultaneously

in eight or nine regions of the country, including Seoul, in order

to declare Korea’s independence from Japanese colonial rule,

James 5:7-12 suggests to the

and has continued for more than a year. The Japanese crackdown

on the March First Movement was ruthless, with the Japanese

Christians participated in the

oppression and slaughter particularly focused on Christians. This

may be because so many Christians were involved in the

March First Movement

movement as 16 out of 33 representatives of the national

representative were Christian leaders at that time. The Christian

Council has distributed leaflets called ‘independent notice’ to

allow Christians to continue their independence movement in

life. The content includes three-time prayers every day, fasting

on Sundays, reading the Bible every day, but reading it in order:

Isaiah 10 on Monday, Jeremiah 12 on Tuesday, Deuteronomy
28 on Wednesday, James 5 on Thursday, Isaiah 59 on Friday
and Romans 8 on Saturday.

T2
3.1 &, oBlEA 57-12, AlE, FHE FIE, F| olFo= He




In this article, we will look at James 3, especially 5:7-12
which was one of the bible passages included in the ‘independent
notice.” In order to understand the meaning of this text, we
will first examine what the purpose of James is; then the preceding
context of 5:7-12. Afterwards, we will find out what the author
is trying to say through 5:7-12; try to think of how the Christians
who were participating in the March First Movement would
apply this passage to their lives. In general, James 5 was
understood as encouraging prayers and patience to Christians
at the time of the trials. This study, however, will argue that
what the author suggests in James 5:7-12 is not simply to

persevere, but also to speak in the name of the Lord (based

on the truth) during the time of trials.

Keywords | The March First Movement, James 5:7-12,
Trials, Independent Notice, Speak in the
name of the Lord.
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55) After the LORD had spoken these words to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite:
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